Baton Rouge Community College

Academic Affairs Master Syllabus

Date Approved or Revised:  July 18, 2005
Course Name:   Academic Writing I for Non-Native Speakers
Course Number:  ESOL 090
Lecture Hrs.   3


      Lab Hrs.   0           
Credit Hrs.   3

Course Description:  Focuses on the writing skills necessary for functioning at the college level. The course emphasizes the study of the basic components of standard English and targets the specific problems of non-native speakers. Grammar and paragraph construction will be taught via an integrated reading and writing approach and computer-assisted instruction. Guidance in the principles of essay writing will follow. This course is designed for non-native speakers preparing for college classes.

Prerequisites:  Appropriate placement score

Co-requisites:  Attendance in Academic Learning Center
Suggested Enrollment Cap:  15
Learning Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:  

· Use increased knowledge of English vocabulary in paragraph and essay writing and on instructor/textbook-generated exercises and assignments.

· Show improved ability in the correct usage of English grammar and syntax in exercises and paragraph and essay writing.

· Use a variety of prewriting strategies as evidenced in the production of outlines and rough drafts for course-embedded assignments.

· Use recursive writing in course-embedded assignments.

· Organize and develop unified, coherent paragraphs with such patterns of organization as       narration, description, analysis, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and classification on class assignments.

· Use revision and editing strategies in paragraph and essay assignments that illustrate knowledge of these principles.

· Use knowledge of basic essay writing principles in completion of essays.

· Use self-monitoring techniques in targeted areas of grammar for non-native speakers by observation of student behavior and classroom exercises.

Assessment Measures:
· Textbook and locally designed exercises and quizzes to test knowledge of writing, vocabulary, American idioms, and grammar concepts.
· Paragraph and essay writing to assess the development of writing skills,  knowledge of process writing, and use of standard English.
· Examinations to assess the level of  a student’s mastery of grammar concepts, vocabulary, and American idioms.
· Observation of student behavior to assess the use of process writing and use of standard English and syntax.
· Cooperative/collaborative learning workshops to assess writing concepts.
· A departmental final to assess writing and grammar concepts.
· The individual instructor will evaluate this portfolio of work. At the end of the semester placement into the appropriate English course will be done with BRCC placement testing.

Information to be included on the Instructors’ Course Syllabi: 

· Disability Statement:  Baton Rouge Community College seeks to meet the needs of its students in many ways.  See the Office of Disability Services to receive suggestions for disability statements that should be included in each syllabus.

· Grading: The College grading policy should be included in the course syllabus.  Any special practices should also go here.  This should include the instructor’s and/or the department’s policy for make-up work.  For example in a speech course, “Speeches not given on due date will receive no grade higher than a sixty” or “Make-up work will not be accepted after the last day of class.” 
· Attendance Policy:  Include the overall attendance policy of the college.  Instructors may want to add additional information in individual syllabi to meet the needs of their courses.

· General Policies: Instructors’ policy on the use of things such as beepers and cell phones and/or hand held programmable calculators should be covered in this section.

· Cheating and Plagiarism:  This must be included in all syllabi and should include the penalties for incidents in a given class.  Students should have a clear idea of what constitutes cheating in a given course.
· Safety Concerns:  In some programs this may be a major issue.  For example, “No student will be allowed in the safety lab without safety glasses.”  General statements such as, “Items that may be harmful to one’s self or others should not be brought to class.”
· Library/ Learning Resources:  Since the development of the total person is part of our mission, assignments in the library and/or the Learning Resources Center should be included to assist students in enhancing skills and in using resources.  Students should be encouraged to use the library for reading enjoyment as part of lifelong learning.
Expanded Course Outline:
I. Introduction to the paragraph (topic sentence, unity and coherence)

II. Process writing for paragraphs

A. Narration

B. Description

C. Analyzing reasons

D. Comparison and contrast

E. Classification

F. Analyzing effects

G. Analyzing process

III. Grammar

A. Major errors

B. Subject-verb agreement

C. Verb tense

D. Use of articles (count and non-count nouns)

E. Use of prepositions

F. Apostrophe/possessive

G. Use of  plurals

H. Punctuation 

I. Capitalization

IV. Introduction to the essay (process writing)

A. Prewriting strategies

B. Purpose, audience, persona, tone, and point of view

C. Title, thesis statement, and outline

D. Introductions and conclusions

E. Rough drafts

F. Transitions

G. Revision and editing

V. Other language problems

A. Confusing words

B. Spelling

C. Idioms
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